THE SULTAN'S SUBJECTS
on the subject is entitled to respect, have long
formed a high opinion of the Albanian as raw
material, but it is almost certain that they could
do little against an equal force of disciplined
troops.
Their fighting qualities are not equalled by
their intelligence, and they have continually
been the victims of political intrigue among their
neighbours. The only statesmen of note who
traced their origin to this nation were Crispi, the
Kiuprilis and Ali Pacha. On the other hand, it
can boast such generals as Alexander the Great,
Pyrrhus, Diocletian, Scanderbeg, and Mehemet
Ali. Like the Kurds, to whom they bear some
resemblance, they regard a vendetta as more
sacred than a treaty. With unity of purpose,
they would have had more than one opportunity
of regaining their independence, but the undying
feuds between Moslem and Christian, and even
between Moslefri and Moslem, destroy all senti-
ment of nationalism among them. These internal
schisms make the Albanians, as a whole, incom-
prehensible to any one unacquainted with them.
Thus, during the last days of the ex-Sultan's
reign, Europe saw, on the one hand, a faithful
Albanian bodyguard at Yildiz, vowing to die in
defence of the Padishah, and, on the other,
Albanians marching on the revolted capital
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